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Ps atm cxliv. 10. 


It is be that grueth ſakuation unto Kings, 
who delivereth David bis ſervant from 
tebarifid ſPord. © i TN 


T is not eaſie to find another Man in any Hiſtory, 

# whether Sacred or Prophane, that had ſo many 
ſignal Deliverances, Eſcapes, and Preſervations 
from imminent danger, as holy Davidthe Author 
of this P/a/m. The Providence of God did in {o-viſible 
and particular a manner concern it ſelf for him as was 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient to convince his Enemies that God had rais'd | 
him up for ſome more than ordinary Work. And that | 
once being granted, it was moſt certain, that all the | 
Machinations, Contrivances, and Devices of Men | 


againſt him could be of no 1ignification,: nor take any 


effeQ, unleſs it were to raiſe him till the higher. It | 


was to no-purpoſe for the - Heathen to rage, and they that 
ſet themſelves againſt him did but /»2agine a vain thing, 


So long as he had God and his gracious Providence of | 


his ſide, whatever difficulties or ſtreights he were 
brought into, and however his Enemies might think at 
any time they had him ſure, or his Friends give him 
over for loſt, yet he was ſure to ſurmount all, and in 
the end to remain victorious. David was very ſenſible 
in the mean while, that in all he did he was but an In. 
ſtrument of Gods Providence , and ow?d his Succeſs 
purely to the Divine Zavour and Bleſſing attending him 
in his Enterprizes. And therefore he did not, as ſome 
other great Ones have been apt to do, aicribe all to 
his own Policy, Valour, or Conduct, but on the con- 
rrary took all Occaſions of readring the Praiſe and 


Ia.10.13 Glory of all to God. He did not ſay with the proud 


Aſſyrian King. By the ftrength of my hana I have done 
it, and by my wiſdom, for I am prudent, and I have remo- 
ved the bounds of the people, and have robbed their Trea- 
fares, and I have put down their Inhabitants like a va 
{rant man. But on the contrary, though he were a'great 
General in his time, and had a great hand, as an Inftru- 
ment, in obtaining Victories tor Gods people, yet he 
aſcribes to God the Honour of the skill he had in War, 
and calls him his Strength, his Fortreſs, his Shield and 
Detizerer without whom he was ſenſible he could do 
juſt nothing. So he begins this Plalm, Bleſſed = - 
or 
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Lord my ſtrength, which teacheth my hands t9 war, and 
my fingers to fight. My Goodneſs and my Fortreſs, my 
high Tower, and my Deliverer, my Shield, and he in whow 
I truſt, who ſubdueth my people under me. 

Now this Pſalm ſome think to have been compos'd 
by David immediately upon his obtaining the. Victory 
over Goliah, becauſe that is found in the Inſcription or 
Title of it, in ſome Greek Copies ; But beſides thar *tis 


| oxither inthe Hebrew, nor yet in all Copies of the Sep- 


tuagint,. the ſecond and tenth verſes contain a ſufficient 


confutation of that Opinion , and ſhew plainly thar. 


David did not compoſe this Pfalm till after his being 
| King of //-ae/; For before that, though *tis poſſible , 
he might have ſaid (as it is in my Text) -1t is he that gi- 
veth ſalvation unto Kjzngs, meaning it with reſpect to 
| Saul, who was King when Gol:zah was ſlain, and the 
hoſt of the Philiſtives diſcomfited ; yet till he was 
King himſelf, he would hardly have ſaid, as it is at the 
ſecond verſe, Who ſubdueth my people , that i under me. 
That Expreſſion ſeems to imply that this Pſalm was 
not compos'd till after the People had pretty generally 
| ſubmitted themſelves to David, and the long conteſts 
between him and Tſbboſheth the Son of Sau! were 
ended. 

Yet it appears from other paſſages in this Pſalm, that 
it is not, as ſome would have it, a mere Epitome or 
Compendium of the 18h, and made, as that is ſaid 
to have been inthe Title, by David, when God had de- 
livered him from the hand of all his enemies, For though 
there be a great ſimilitude between divers expreſſions of 
this Pſalm and that, yet *tis obſervable, that David 


here prayes againſt his Enemies, whom he there ſpeaks 
of as quite overthrown and vanquiſhed. And theretore 


it 
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it ſeems moſt. probable. that, this. was made, at.,. or. ai 
little before, the time when-God gave him thoſe. 'Twa. 
Victories mentioned in 2: Sam. c 5.. when. Duvid' 
had yet many Enemies unſubaued. And: therefore it 
conliſts. partly-'of: Praiſes and Thankſgivings, and part- 
ly of Prayers and Petitions, but moſtly, of the latter. 


In thewords of my Text, we haye this general;Truth 
alerted; viz. That God 1s, the Author of: Salvation: 
and; Deliverance: to Kings; , and this 1s. confirm?d. by 
Davids owm experience, who- had himſelf been- deli- 
vered- often; times by, him... 1+ 7s h6;;1. e. It is God, that 
giveth Satuation' unto: Kzugs , that. delivereth. Dawid- his. 
Servant from the hartful ſword, 


Now this; Truth that-is here aſſerted,, we may conli- 
der either : 


1. As to the Groundson: which-:it ſtands,. or the Evi-. 
dence we have for it; that; it 16a Trrath :: Or, 

2. Asto the Conſequences or Inferences that we-may. 
juſtly draw from it, And, | 


1. As for the Grounds on which it ſtands ; It is a: 
'Fruth:plainly graunded: on the Dottrine.of Gods exer-. 
ciſing:a Providence over; the. World. "Fliat God: who: 
is Infinite in Power, Wiſdom; and- Goodneſs, and - did: 
at frſt make the World, and all-the Inhabitants of it, 
do's ftill take care to preſerve: and order it, and to-go- 
vern. and diſpoſe of all the: Aﬀairs:of- men in. it, ſo as. 
{cems-beft unto him; is'a Truth, which-cannot be de- 
ny/d-without greatly reflecting. upon God, and: contra-: 
dicting the Hittory and Experience of all Ages, which 
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give vs, if mot fuch abſolute Demonftratious as - are 
ſufficient to ſilence a'Cavilling Unbeliever, yet, at leaſt, 
ſuch clear proof as may {atisfte-any reaſonable and con- 
ſidering man, that God dos .przfide over Humane 
Aﬀairs, foreknows what ſhall be, and withont putting 
ordinarily, any conſtraint 'or force upon men, in a way 
ſuitable to their Natures, do's conduct and gnide them 
to their defign?d end. Tofay, That God do's not ce 
and know all that is done in the World, is todeny him 
to be infinite in Wiſdom and Knowledge, and'makehis 
own Creatures too many for'him. To'imagine it too 
great a work for him to ſaperintend ſuch a'vaſt number 
-of Afﬀairs, is to make him' weak and 'impotent. ' For 
nothing \is ſubje&t to'be weary but what is weak, To 
think that he has thrown by this World as a piece of 
Work not worth his minding, 1s to refle& greatly on 
his Wiſdom. Andto -tmagine thathe ſhould fuffer all 
things to fall out promiſcuouſly without making any 
Difterence-among Men, according to their Works, 1s 
highly derogatory to his Juftice and his Goodneſs. And 
though it may be ſuppos'd, that the Grand Aſſize be- 
ing to be hereafter, he may be the leſs concerned to pu- 
niſh Evil-Doers, and to reward the Righteous here ; yet 
ſtill it cannot be thought but he will interpoſe {o far as 
is neceſſary to the keeping all things from running 
into Confuſion, to 'the maintaining of ſome true Rell- 
gion, and the preſerving thoſe that fear him from being 
totally run down all the World over by Wicked Men, 
Tyrants, and Oppreffors. A thing which one can 
hardly conceive ſhouw'd be done,in this degenerate State 
of the World, without the help of Divine Providence. 
Sothat there are plain Arguments for a Providence to be 
taken from the conſideration of God's Nature , as he is 
IT B 2 a Being 
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a Being in whom are all poſſible perfections, a Being in- 
finitely Wiſe, and Juſt,. and Good. - But, if thence we 
turn our Eyes downwards upon the Afﬀairs of the 
World, we may plainly ſee, 


Firſt, How eaſie it is for God to interpoſe in a ſecret 
inviſible manner, and to turn the Scale effe&tually one 
way or other, by ſome little unſeen motions... For the 
createſt matters have: a dependence upon the leaſt, and 
God, who ſeesall at one View, can {ſtrike 1n juſt when 
he pleaſes, to vary and alter the courle of things, whe- 
ther it be by oe Influence upon the.. minds of 
men, or by divers accidents.af Health or Sickneſs, or 
by the Alteration of Wind and. Weather, or by. ta- 
king off ſome of the chief Inſtruments in a- buſineſs on 
2 ſudden, in the middle of their. Work, or innumerable 
other ways. And it is caſie allo to ſee. 


Secozaly,- (If we will but. any. whit carefully obſerve 
things, and mind the Logs of God where. it .ſhews. it 
ſelf, ) It is eaſe, I,ſay, toſee, both from: Hiſtory and Ex- 
perience, that in Fact it do's ſo come to paſs, and that 
God do's in that manner 1nterpoſe, to bring about what 
he defigns ſhould be. _ | 
 TheScxipture Hiſtory. is full of nothing elſe but .a 
Relation. of. Events order*d, by, Divine Providence from 
time to time, for the Encouragement of Piety and. Vir- 

'tue, the chaſtizing of Gods: own people, when they 
provoked him, and the delivering them from their.Ene- 
mics, upon their -Repentance and humble Supplica- 
tions made to him. . And there are there manifold in- 
ſtances recorded, whereia God made it plain and. evi: 
dent”, that it was. 60 Humane Power or Foreſight, that 
Wis | brought 
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Orderer' and Diſpoſer of it. Sometimes he plainly in- 
terpos*'d his Power, as in bringing the people out of the 
Land of Agypt; And' ſometimes, he only: concurr'd 
ſweetly. and ſecretly with: fecond Cauſes to bring about 
ſuch things:as mencould :not foreſee nor contrive. :As 
in ſaving Facob and-his Sons from penſhing by. Famine, 
by ſending Foſeph, by ſuch a wonderful Train of Events, 
into #gypt. Yea the many Prophecies recorded in Scrip- 
ture, that. have already been exactly fulfilled, ; are-am 
evident proof that God do's ;{uperintend and order::the 
Afﬀairs of: Men. ' Andif we. look into prophane Hiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find many plain Characters of a Providence 
inthe Events there related; and many Prophecies. ful- 
filled, whereby God ſhew*d:to the Heatheu World, that 
he did foreſee and order things among them too. The 
wiſer Heathens wete: all ſen{ible that this; was. ſo, and 
therefare: the Romans were wont toaſctibe the greats 
nels: of their Empire more. to the: Favour af their Gods, 
and to Fortune, asthey calld.cit;. which was but: ano- 
ther name for an over-ruling Providence, than- to any 
ſtrength or conduct of their own. And. indeed whos 
ever conſiders how''the Romany Common-wealth-grew 
up from incon{iderable beginnings for the ſpace of Seven 
Hundred Years from the - fixft building of ;their (City, 
not withfanding innumerable-home-bred Seditions, :gnd 
abundance of .Foreign Wars, (either of. which were 
divers times very near to have utterly deſtroyed it)-and 
how it became at laſt: the Miſtreſs.of the., World: (eyea 
as God-had-foretold it ihould, by. the Prophet; Dang!) 
He, T fay, that conſiders this well, may ſeecauſe engugh 
to believe that it was not an 'Eyent. brought. about: by 
any' Humane Prudence .or Foreſight,.. nor yet by; any 


brought about the Event, but that he himſelf: was the 


mere 
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meer::caſual corcurrente of! things, but was owing to 
the wiſe difpolalof an'Over-ruling hand ; 'God' having 
great:thingsto bring about inthe World by that-means, 
And we have at this day, in that difperſed.and miſe. 
rable peoplecof the Fews, that are ſcattered every where, 
without any Government of their own, and yet kept 
diftin&t from all other Nations; / a very plain 'Inſtance 
of the Power of God's Providence, ſufficient to fatisfie 
us of his {uperintending Humane Afﬀairs, and 'enouph 
toencline any one to think that their preſent Condition 
is anefte&iof that fad Imprecavtion- made by 'the. Cru- 
cttyers of our:Saviour, Hisib/bod be upon us-and-upow ont 
Chzldren: ' | | et oct DOD 7 6c 0077 ON 
- ;Butt befidesa Multitude of Inftances that might be 
alledg'd from Hiſtory, carrying the plain CharaQters 
and Foot-fteps of an Over-ruling Power, governing and 
conduQting-the Aﬀairs of Men (fuch as the happy dif. 
covery of wicked Plots anid Confſpiracies, or the'ſtrange 
_ rekenting-'of ſome Villains concerr'd in *em, when their 
defigns were juſt ripe for Execution, che unexpetted 
Rubs and Hindrances that great Ones engag*d in con- 
 trivances of Wickedneſs have met with, and the tur- 
ning:of the Miſchiefen their-own heads, The marve- 
tors duccefs of ſome: particular, unlikely: Inſtruments 
raiz2 up unexpedtddly for! the Deliverance of a fuffe- 
ric people, or Tuch"as were deftin'd to' Ruine, or the 
lite”) Beſides, I fay, manifold inftances of this Natiire, 
that might be alledg?d from Hiſtory, We have ſeen 1n 
eur- own dayes, Tuch effets of a'Divine Providence, as 
are fifficient”to farisfie all thoſe that heed em, that 
God'ipby no treats an uneconcernd SpeQtatbur of our 
"Afar. Ftis- but a little while ſince, 'that-we were 
runping headiongin thee Nations into Popiſh Bondage, 
24: We 
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we were: juſd:, as it; wene, upomthe-Brink of it; fo that 
ſcarce any of thoſe whohad been very blind:-before,- and 
are very blind: now again,, but faw and: were ſenſible 
of our danger; But at the ſame time, none of us- could: 
dfcern by what way or means we were ltke to find any 
Helpon:Remedy for/it. We ſeeniidt hke a' People en- 
ſhar?di;and/taken in: an Evil -Net , without hopts''of 
eſtaping. AndiournPopiſlv Adverfaries- verily thobghr 
ithad: been: fo, and were even ready to 'triumph' over 
us, And had-not God by:a- wonderful Prain: and Se- 
ries of; Events,, delivers us: quite beyond our Expecta- 
tion, yea,. whilſt we:wers; as it were, in & Dream, and! 
hardly: cou'd believe it:;; Had henotdone {o, FT fay; We 
had: not. now-been-here'to give 'Phanks-to-hinr at-this 
Time, for farther Mercies that he' has vouchſafed* us. 7+ 
mas: the Lords doing, and'it'was: then, and ovglit'tobeftill- 
marvelous intour: Eyes, And' therefore if there: be' any” 
now: that: deny.a Providence! among'us; here is-# farther: 
Aggravation: of:their Unbelief, for-that'there have been 
ſuch viſible efſeits of it in our own Time. | 


Tt-wow'd:be too long a work now to- diſcourſe on all* 
thoſe-heads that might be proper to convince ſuch TInfi- 
d&ls. But the words of my "Text contain an Inference: 
made by the P/almiſt from. this: general Doarine of a- 
Providence. For it-the Providence of God. do concern. 
t:ſelf,. and: over-rule.in all Humane Afﬀaitrs,. then it fol:- 
lows that Kings and Princes are more efpecially under 
the Care of it, and that *tis God' that gives*em Vietory 
orSalvation, when. they. have it ;. As. may appear from 
theſe. two Conſiderations. | 
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Mat. 10. 


23, 30 


+... That: the: Wellfare of many is bound up in 
theirs: And, TEES | Io: 
2. Becauſe they have many Enemies that ſeek to de. 
ſtroy *em. | | 
| There is no doubt but God can with as great 
eaſe take care of many as-of a few. It is not more 
laborious, nor, more. difficult to him, to take icare: of 
a Nation, than of a Family, or of a Single Man, becauſe 
nothing is hard to Infinite Power : But according to 
our manner of ſpeaking and apprehending things, 
agreeably to the Notions that we have of Matters com- 
mitted to our Care ,- we cannot but conceive of the 


Providence of God as more eſpecially vigilant for that 


which is of greateſt moment, and conſequently more 
for a great many than a few. And therefore ſince 
Kings and Princes are publick Perſons, on whoſe Lives 
and Safeties the Well-tare of! great Bodies of Men do's 
many times depend, according to the ordinary courſe 


of things; We conceive Providence more eſpecially con- 


cern'd to watch over and-protect them, (and {till the 
more, if they be good Men) according to that of the 
Pſalmiſt, The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him and delivereth. them. Providence in- 
deed do's never miſs of its end, nor do's it paſs by the 
{lighteſt matters unregarded. | For our Saviour tells us, 
'That £be very hairs of our heads are all numbred, and not 
ſo, much as a ſparrow can fall to the ground without our 


Father. ..\ But nevertheleſs, we may conceive of Provi- 


dence, as laying a greater ſtreſs when the thing is of 
greater value, although in truth, it never falls ihort any 
where. | | 
And again we conceive, that there 13 a more 
eſpecial and particular Providence, where the matter 
: | ſecms 
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ſeems to need a greater degree of Care. Now private 


Perſons have generally this happineſs beyond the Prin- 
ces and great ones of the World, that they are not ex- 
poſed to ſo many dangers, have not ſo many, nor {ſo 
great Enemies, ftand not in ſuch flippery places ;-.and 
therefore, according to our way of' conceiving this,..a 
leis degree of Care may ſerve:to hold ?tmup; Where. 
-as a greater ſeems neceflary for thoſe who are ſo much 
expoſed, or a ſtronger Guard of Angels may be requir'd. 
Which is a ſecond Reaſon, why we ſuppoſe a more 


:particular Providence: to watch over Kings and Princes, 


and other ſuch Perſons, accordivg tothe place they holg, 
and-their uſefulnefs.to the farther ends of Diyine Pro- 
vidence. So'that wee rhe Holy Ralmiſt had goqd 
reafon to fay (and all that own the Noctrine of Gods 
Univerſal Providence, muſt acknowledge it) That: zt 
is-God that giveth ſalvation unto Kings, wha delivered 


David his: ſeruant from the hertful ſmord, 


And'now having: conſidered briefly -the Grounds,agd 
Reaſons that we have for this Truth that 1s here aſler- 
ted in the Text, IT proceed next to conſider, what .the 
Conſequences of it are, and then to make ſome Appli- 
cation of *em -to our ſelves and the preſent Occalian. . 


Now the Conſequences of this Truth, viz. \That 


Salvation, Deliverance or Vi&ory. (far the original 


Word may be rendred by any.of *em) which any Kings 


.or*Princes (eſpecially good ones) .do obtain, is owing 
to the ſiperincendency. of Divine. Providence that. takes 


z particular care of 'em+; The.Conſcquences hereot,. I 
ſay, are plainly theſe. 
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| his God and his truſt in his Weapon. 


— 


'8'3..T hat we. ought to look up:to God-at all- times | 
for help'and deliverance, afid not depend too much on || 
Taſtruments and Second Cauſes, but pray to. him, and | 
put our ruſt in him, -endeavouring; ſo to qualifie our | 
NJetves, that our Prayers: maybe: graciouſly accepted, 
-and our Ttuſt and Hope may not deceive us. And, | 
- 129, That we ought'to. give God the Praiſe for any 


Deliveratices'that are wrought , or Victories that are 
obtair'd. 


"Firſt, I-fay;'It clearly follows from what has been 


- faid that we ought, &«. 
* { 'Fhis' has' *evermore been : the Temper of all 


pious 'fin# good: Men, as the contrary is. that 
of the: Impious and Prophane, who if they ſee, or 
think they ſee, but ſtrength enough of their ſide, arc 


ready to ſay with the proud Mezentins, Dextra mibi 


Deas, & teluws quod, miſjile, likro. His right hand was 
| ruſt in Such conſider 
riot how eaſily'God is able to blaſt all. their- ſtrength, 
nor how often he has done it, or how likely it is that 
he will do-it, for thoſe who glory in it as their own, 
?Tis this which the Prophet calls truſting in the Arm 
of Fleſh: And you find a Curſe denounc'd againſt 


thofe that do ſo, Fer. 17. 5. Curſed be the man that 


trufteth in' man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart 
departeth from the Lord, Yea, the Pfalmitt cautions 
againſt truſting in the greateſt of Men, becauſe, alals, 
they are no wayes able to help, as powerful as they 


may ſeem to us,' unleſs God give leave. Put not your 
truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of man, in whom. there 
#. n0 help, | L 
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The neceffary and conſtant dependence - of :atþ 
Events upon Gods Providence, is a thing that; we 
cannot have too deep an Impreſſion of upon our: 
minds. A truly pious, and-good man will : not: goi 
pon any buſineſs,' undertake'any Employment; ar 
enter upon any-deſign, that is: of moment, but:frſb 
he will conſider, whether it be agreeable; or : hot: 
contrary, to the Will of God that he ſhou?d-,dosſo, 
and then he will pray to him for his bleſſing, 4nd 


hope for ſucceſs from -him.; And if it:does: fall:obt .- 


contrary t0 his. hope, he-will believe that God) {ces 
it beſt for him, that it ſhou'd be ſo..:.For ſuch con- 


ſider. that zt. is not in man that .walketh t0: dire his Jer. 19. 
ſteps, mans way is not in himſelf. In all our wayes 23: 


we are 70 acknowledge God , '1f we will: take the 
wiſe mans Counſel ,-and then we-may.-.hope ;he 
will dire&& us: for the beſt... Whatever the--bufinefs 
is, whether publick or private, the caſeis the ſarne, 
only- publick buſineſs being of 'greater- moment; 
needs the more carneſt Prayer ,: and the: greater 
Care to approve' our Wayes in the fight of God), 
that he may bleſs us in it. Without his bleſſing 
both Publick and Priyate. Aﬀairs, the Pſalmiſt tells 
us, cannot be. well: manag'd, but a' great deal of 
Care and Coſt and Pains may eafily-be' thrown 


away,,and nothing comeion't. Except the Lord build yy, ,,, 
the houſe,” they labour in vain that build it, except 1, 2. 


the L ord keep the City, the watchman waketh but in 
vain, It is vain for you toriſe up early, to ſit up 
, late, 
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Son ,-: and 0n 


= J” eat oh ad of Re yy If theſs thing 
were duly-confider?d'by us, ant we did according. 
ly m-Fimes of War and Publick Danger { ſuch as | 
theſe are) ſet our ſelyes ſeriouſly to the work of | 
Repentance/ and ' Amendinent, that we - might be 
fit tor-Gods farther Mercies,: and a compleat Det: 
Verance, .If:1s not to be doubted but we thould ſoon 
feet the effeRts of it. God wou'd bring down the 
Enemies of his Truth,and humble thoſe that opprels 
and perſecute his people. - 'He delights in doing fo, 
He-will paniſh- the feuit of the ſlot heart of the Kj 
of Aſſyria, *and the glory of his high looks,” bas! he 
muſt ' fr # © accomplifh his whole work upon Monnt 
Fe alers.' \ He muſt chaſtize his 
own people fir a as he ſees it neceſſary, 
or till thay are brought to Amendment. And till 
thar be done, wicked Kings may be as much under 
the: Care: of Providence-, to preſerve' %etn alive, 
and to- keep *e m, as Rods in Gods hand, as good 
ones arcat other 'times,, that they may be Deli- 
verers' and Inftruments' of good to'a peopke. 
Therefore we may ſee here, what is our ſureft 
Help and | Preſervative againſt all the Dangers 
Sr Evils that we feel or fear. | And this we 
have been plainly told of upon onrdays {et apart 
for Faſting and Humiliation. Had-it been as 


-, duly - confidered 'and laid! to heart, as it ought, 


we might have had yet more Cauſe of Thankf- 


giving, 
But 
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' Bur that therefore is the ſecond plain and ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of this Truth that is aſferted 
in the Text, vz. 


2. "That whatſoever good ſucceſs we have , we 
ought to tender untoGod cheThanks and Praiſe that 
is due for it. For ſince he 1s the Giver, tis plain 
that he ought to have the Glory of it. If he 
gives Salvation or Victory unto Kings, they are 
very ungrateful, and ſo are all that are concern'd 


in their ſucceſs, if they do not pay him that moſt 


juſt and eaſie Tribute of Praiſe and 'Fhankfgiving. 
That's all we are capable of giving him, and 
he requires no more, provided it be, not the La» 
bour of our Lips only, but procced from a.truly 
thankful Heart, ans a Mind that is diſpos'd 
and ready to do his Will, and obey his moſt 


Juſt and Righteous Laws. What fhal I render 


wnto the Lord, faies the Plalmiſt, for all his be- 
nefits towards me? And he makes Anſwer to him- 
ſelf in the following words, 1 will take the Cup 
of [alvation, and call upon the Name of the Lard, 
IT will pay mmy Vows unto the Lord now in the pre- 
fence of all his people. He wowd faithfully per- 
form that Service and Obedience which he had 


Pſ. 116, 
I 2,13,14. 


promiſed unto God in the time of his Diſtreſs.. 


This 1s aq. wks to be ſaid by David after his De- 
lverance from Abſalom, in the bringing about 
whereof there were many Inſtruments, bur David 


thought not them. worth the mentioning, 1 coms- 


pariſon. 


= 


22 
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Yet this need not hinder us from praifing the In- 
ſtruments of our Deliverance, and giving Thanks 
to them too, in a ſubordinate manner. For, in 
fo doing, we do but celebrate the Gifts of God, 
and magnifie him, who 1s the Author of whatſoever: 
Generous and Noble Qualities there are in Men, 
yea, who ſometimes turns the evil and untoward 
Diſpoſitions . that are in Men to a good Uſe, and 
makes all things work together for the good of 
thoſe that fear him. That which we ſhowd moſt 
beware of is, that we do' not ſo magnifie any of 
the Gifts of God as to- forget from whom they 
come, nor ſo extol the Inſtruments, as to forget 
the firſt and principal Cauſe of all, ſo advance 
Man as little to conſider God. In that caſe the 

Iaiah 2; Prophets advice takes place, Ceaſe ye from man 

22 whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein is he to 
be accounted of ? 


Andnow I come to make ſome brief Applica- 
tion of what has been faid to the preſent Occaſion : 
We are here met together to render Thanks to 
God for his many and great Mercies to this Na- 
tion (For *tis he, as has been ſhew*d, thar is the 
Author ' of all the good ſucceſs we ever had) It 
were endleſs to reckon up the many Signal Fa- 
vours of Providence towards us, if we ſhow'd be- 


gin but from the time of the Reformation. It we 
£2807 ſhould 
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ſhou'd go. about to declare them and ſpeak: of them, 
(to ule the Pſalmiſts words) they wou'd be more 
than we are able to expreſs, But there are five of 
them enumerated to our hands, in the Proclama=» 
tion, which Authorizes our preſent mecting, as be- 
ing the proper Subject of this dayes Thankſgiving, 
viz, The Preſervation of the Government during 
His Majeſties abſence, in ſpight of all the wicked 
contrivances of its Enemies. The Signal Victory 
obtain'd at Sea. 'The Preſervation of His Maje- 
fties Perſon from the many dangers he has been 
expos*'d-to in this Summers Bxpotciond and more 
particularly from the bloody defign of an Aﬀaſſ- 
nation. And laſtly, His fate Return to us. Theſe 
are all ſuch bleſſings as 


I. We are very far from deſerving ; And yet 

2, Such as we cowd not have ſpar*d without 
running a hazard of the utmoſt miſery, And that, 
I think, is one good - way to make us thankful. To 
conſider what our Deſerts-have been, and what our 
Condition muſt have bin, had God deny*d us any 
of theſe bleſſings. 


As for our Ill Deſerts, Tam loth to enter'upon'a 
Day of Thankſgiving, on ſo melancholy a Subject 
as it wou'd be, to repreſent how little Reforma- 
tion there has bin amongſt us, after ſuch Invitations 
to it, and ſuch wondertul and loud Calls of Pro- 
vidence to Amendment. . I ſhall leave that —_— 

Ih ore 
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fore to every Ones.ptiwvate Obſeryation, and Con: 
Jideration. But as tor the latter ; Give me leave a 
little to move you to Thankfulneſs, by conſidering 
how ſad a congition we had, in all probability, 
been reduc'd to, had God with-held from us, as he 
juſtly might, any of theſe forementioned Bleſſings. 
Had he ſuftered the dark Plots and Contruvances 
Of our Enemies, att/home to have taken Effet, had 
he permitted Men, that ſcem to have a delire- to 
Tnine themſelves and their Countrey together, to 
proſper (if I may fo call it) in their mad:and-too- 
liſh Artemps. Or had not He whom theWizds and 
the Sea obey, by a moſt proputious Providence, kept 
back our Enemies Fleet till we were ready dor it, 
and then deliver*d it into our hands ; or had he at- 
terwards permitted that Sacred Life, on which the 
Wellfare , not of 'this Nation only , but of all 
Europe, in a great meaſure, ſeems to depend, to 
be taken away, by open Violence, or by Treache- 
Ty; In any of theſe Caſes, *tis cafie for us :to ſee, 
in the general, what abundance of Woe and Mile- 
Ty mult have enſued, and how our Nation, in all 
probability, might have been before thus time, the 
Seat of War, and a Fie/d of Blood. Now , that 
-Gad ;purely by his gractous Frovidence ( with 
[Ittle concurrence of Mans.cndeavour ) ſhawd grant 
Juch þleflings, and avert ſuch dreadtul Evils from 
a People ſo Unthankful and Inſenſible, many of 
. whom, anftcad of ſeeking to avert his Anger, had 
..Þin.courting and jlabouring for their own:and their 
yl Countreys . 
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Zountreys'Ruine, : This, I think, :1s/ ſuch a: marve- 

Jous degree of Kindneſs, Compaſhon, and Ten- 
derneſs of Almighty God towards us, as is not ea- 
fily to be matchid or parallePd, and, calls for. the 
higheſt Expreffions of Thankfulneſs. that poſſibly 
we can invent or think of. 


I am ſenſible there are but too many amongſt us, 
who feeling ſome preſent preſſures, and not conſi- 
dering rightly the {tate of our Caſe, are ready to 
murmur, as thinking that there is but little Occa- 
fion for Thankſgiving, when, as they tell us, The 
Nation is exhauſted and impoveriſh*d ,' drain'd of 
Men and Money. Trade decay'd , and Taxes at 


ſuch a height, that the Countrey cannot bear to 


pay *em, and a War ſtill going on, which we can- 
not. ſe&to the end of. But there are two things 
which well thought of, Pm confident would greatly 


\abate theſe murmurings. "The one is the Condition 
.of our Neighbours round about us, amongſt whom 


I dare ſay, we ſhall not be able to find any that 
we would willingly change with, or whom we can, 
in any reaſon, think ſo happy as our ſelves. And 


why ſhou'd weexpett to feel nothing in theſe great 
. Commotions, when our Neighbours round about 


us feel ſo much ? 


The Other is, that our preſent ſufferings are 


really but an Effet ofthe ill Condutt of thoſe times 
- which ;our greateſt rs are ſo apt to mag- 


nifie. 
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nifie. For had: a. timely care bin'taken, to check 
the growing greatneſs of that Aſpiring Monarch, 
who fo diſturbs the World:, and not rather trea- 
cherouſly to encreaſe it, neither we nor our Neigh. 


bours had been likely: to be: involv*d'za Wars and 
Troubles that are ſo Bloody and Expenfive.. - But 
when things are come to this paſs, through an ex- 


orbitant encreaſe 'of Power, inthe hands of an Am- 
bitious and Reftlefs Prince, we have great reaſon. 


however to- be thanktul , that our thare in the 


ſtffering proves {as it has hitherto done) much leſs 
than chat of our Neghbours. And they muft be 
very blind: and inconfiderate people, who do not. 


ke, that however the late: Revolution, as they may 
think, has coſt **m dear; Yet had it not came, their 


Condition in all Humane appearance, nmft have: . 


been far worſe, and they might then. quickly have 
come.to have paid far greater Taxes: to: them Arbi- 
trary Maſters, without daring openly to' repineor 


murmur at it. The Preſervation of our Rehigion, 
Laws, and Liberties, 1s that which no Wiſe Man 


thinks he can pay too.much for,. when it. cannot 
be had for leſs. And'if the i managemenr ot for- 
mer. times have brought *em all.;nto' fuch Hazzard, 


\we-' may -andought to- be thankful and-glad; if at 


any Rate there be. hopes of redeeming and -re- 


eftabliſbing ?em.. 


--—- Tknow there are-alſo others among ws, that had 
 r21s'd their Expectations high, and fancied that tins 


Summer 
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Summer ſhowd have produced much greater 
Things than we have yet ſeen, in our Favour. 
Such Perſons, if 2ny of *:tm know how to reCtifie 
any thing that has been amiſs, wou'd, doubtleſs, do' 
well to give their Advice. But whatever Appre- 
henſions they may have of Ill Inſtruments, not 
managing things as they ſhou'd, they are mightily 
to blame, if they ſuffer ſuch Thoughts to diminiſh 
any thing of their Thankfulneſs to God ; and 
ought rather to adore his Goodneſs, and admire his 
Patience and Lovying-kindneſs , in -.giwing us ſo 
much good ſucceſs as we have had, then'to repiie 
or murmur, becauſe it has bin no more nor greater. 
Doubtleſs whenever we are. fit for it, God will 
ſhew us greater works than theſe, when our Sins 
and Wickedneſs, that withhold good: things from 
#s, are taken out of the way, But, in the mean 
time, we ſhall do well to conſider, that it is no 
ſmall. matter that God has done for us,-in preſer- 
ving Peace and Pranquillity here at home, giving 
us leave to. fit in quiet wnder our own Vines , and 
under our own Fig-trees , A Priviledge which our 
Neighbours, many of *em, -dearly mr{s, and wou'd 
be glad to-purchaſeatany Rate; Thathehas alfo 
given ſuch a Viftory over' our Enemies at Sea , 
as has not been known ſince the vanquiſhing of the 
Spaniſh Armade m 1688, 'That notwithſtanding 
brs Dhreatning- us with unſeaſonable Weather , 
yet! he gave us;,-at' laſt', the appointed Weeks of 
Harveſt, #0 our great Comfort, "That _—_— - 
We D 2 iror” 
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reſtor'd our Gracious King to us}\, notwithſtan- 
ding the unmanly and barbarous Attempts of his 
Enemies, to take away by Treachery, a Lite which 
they ſo much dread the, continuance of; and that 
he gives.-us ftill hopes, notwithſtanding our great 
Unworthineſs, of his continuing theſe and the like 
Bleſſings. to us, and which is more- than all, of 
delivering down the true Profeflion of Religion, 
2nd the Uncorrupted Goſpel of Chriſt, to our Po- 
ſterity in ſpight of all the; Endeavours of our reſt- 
leſs Enemies, who have ſo. long plotted the Ex- 
tirpation of it... | 1 


Theſe certainly are things which all that have 
any thing of the Spirit of True Engliſhmen, of 
Chriſtians, and of Proteſtants , muſt. acknowledge 
to-be very. great and wonderful Effects of Gods 
Mercy, for which we know not how to be ſufh- 
ciently thankful. And our Gracious King and 
Queen, who under God have bin Inſtruments of 
a great deal of good to us, and I doubt not, are 
delirous to. be ſo, of a great deal. more , do not 
arrogate the Praiſe of it to themſelves , nor 'ex- 
pect that on ſuch a day as this, we 1hou'd. ſpend. 
our time, in making large Panegyricks and Enco- 


- dS 4 
miums of them, but exhort , yea, require us, to.* 


give the praiſe of all to God as is moſt due. For 
zt & he that has heard the Prayers. of his People, 
that has. lent a Gracious Ear to their humble 
Petitions ,, and: as not ſuffered our _— to- 
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have their Wills, nor to triumph over us. IT: zs, 
he that hath given ſalvation to our King, and has 
delivered his Servant from the treacherous, and zhe. 
hartfal ſword, It & he that has preſerv*d our. 
Queen in Peace upon the Throne, and given us 
here at home many of the Bleſſings: of Peace, 
even in a Time of War, [: #& he that has de- 
feated the Flots of our Adverſaries, and made many 
viet and happy, even againſt their Wills.-I: zs he 
that has overwheln''d our Enemies in the Sea, and 
not ſuffer?”d ?*em to fet a Foot upon. this Land, 
which 1s, as it were, Iis own Encloſure. It zs he 
that has now for a good while given and continued, 
to us the faireſt Opportunities. of  being.,a. happy 
People, if we will but accept of, and embrace.*em, 
if we will but forſake our Vices, lay aſide our Con- 
tentions., and live according to _- the plain: and 
Eſſential Pregepts of that Holy Rehgion;, which 
we all make Profeſſion of. = | 


What then have we to do? but to acknowledge 
the Goodneſs and the Loving-kindneſs of God : To 
adore with all Humility his Gracious Providence» 
To render him all poſſible Praiſe and Thanks, and 
vow henceforwards, all Holy Obedience to his 
Laws; And then, to place our Hope and our Truſt 
n him, to look up to him in all Times of Danger 
and Difficulty, and be encourag?d ſtill , with the 
more Earneſtneſs and Fervour of Devotion, to pray 


to him, that he wou'd perfect and compleat the: _ 


Good. 
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Good Work he has begun, that he wou'd bring 
down his own and his Churches Enemies, in his 
good time, that he wou'd cauſe Wars and Op- 
preſſions to ceaſe, that true Religion may be ſpread 
abroad, Idolatry, Error and Superſtition rooted out; 
And that in theſe Nations, that have bin ſo high- 
ly favourd by the Divine Providence, there may 
be ſome anſwerablejFruit and Effe& found , in the 
encreaſe of true Piety and Vertue, that we may 
live as becomes a People whom God hath redee- 
ed ont of the hands of their Enemies, that they 
might ſerve him without Fear; And that our 
Gractous King and Queen whom God has {o won- 
derfully raisd up and preſerved, may long live 
to enjoy ſome Fruit of Their preſcnt Toils and 
Tronbles m a' peaceable and happy Reign over us. 
Which Bleffings God of His nrikinice Mercy grant 
for Chrilt's ſake. Ames. SD 
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